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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

01 in Corporation, Main Plant, ILD006271696, manufactures brass strip and 
fabricated products, metallic and shot shell ammunition and explosives 
and occupies over 1,000 acres on the north side of E. Alton, IL. The 
Main Plant is comprised of Zones 1-7, 14 and 15, Each zone contains 
several numbered areas which 01 in designates as sites. 

Olin's present Part A allows it to operate a solid waste management 
site, allows handling and temporary storage of heavy metal sludges and 
solids, solvents, acids, reactives and explosives in large quantities. 
It also covers waste water treatment and incineration. Technical review 
is to begin on the Part B which was received 3/9/84 for 26 hazardous 
waste sites at the Main Plant. Waste streams are sent off-site to 
Brighton 1 and 2, SCA, Gateway Petroleum, Chemical Waste Management and 
several other licensed facilities. Waste is received from Alton Box 
board to be burned in the heat recovery incinerators. 

There are four incinerators in operation at the Main Plant: 

1. a rotary destruct furnace at Zone 4 which destroys primer on 
off-spec brass parts; 

2. an ECP incinerator at Zone 4 which presently burns smokeless 
powder scrap and explosive contaminated scrap. This incinerator 
is to be closed down when approval has been given to burn 
those wastes in the incinerators designated here as 3 and 4; 
and 

3 & 4. two ECP heat recovery incinerators at Zone 3 which presently 
burn general factory waste and purchased packaging material. 
Ten special wastes which are now landfilled will be test 
burned in the two Zone 3 incinerators. If stack tests prove 
compliance with the regulations, permits can be issued to burn 
those wastes which will eliminate the landfilling of 65,000 
cu/yds of material per year. 

The facility is protected from flooding of the Wood and Mississippi 
Rivers by a 100 year flood plain levee which is maintained by the Wood 
River Drainage and Levee District. However, the possibility does exist 
that contamination from the plant could reach surface and/or ground­
water. East Alton, Wood River and the surrounding populated areas 
obtain their water from drift wells. 

There is a water treatment plant at Zone 6 of the Main Plant which uses 
physical/chemical treatment for metals. A holding lagoon next to the 
treatment plant is used to impound spills. Five groundwater monitoring 
wells were recently dug around the lagoon. Samples from the wells 
showed concentrations above USEPA standards for radium, gross Alpha and 
Coliform with a questionable result for lead. 
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There are two other impoundments at the Main Plant. The east and west 
slough receive cooling water and discharge to the sewer system. These 
discharges have not been tested. 

01 in has NPDES permits for 17 outfalls from the Main Plant which dis­
charge to the Wood River. There have been several lead excursions from 
the main outfall #001. In addition, Olin is allowed to exceed water 
quality standards for copper based on a site specific rule change by the 
Illinois Pollution Control Board. 

The 103c form submitted to the Agency on 6/12/81 contains several 
misleading references which have been clarified by a phone call to L. W. 
Maxson of Olin. The 103c form states that the Main Plant: 

1. is 261.5 acres in size; 

2. has land treatment of wastes; and 

3. has buried drums. 

Mr. Maxson stated that: 

1. the Main Plant is approximately 1,000 acres in size; 

2. an experimental program was tried several years ago in which 
spent gun powder was spread on the ground to act as fertilizer. 
It did not improve the grass, so the program was discontinued. 
The gun powder should have dissipated by now and, if so, 
presents no current hazard. 

3. there is no on-site burial of wastes, but a dozen buried fuel 
tanks may have been referred to as buried drums. The FIT 
contractor should verify items 2 and 3 as soon as possible. 

A high priority for inspection has been assigned to this facility because: 

1. elevated levels of radium, gross Alpha, copper, lead and BOD 
have been confirmed from water samples; therefore, the potential 
exists for contamination of ground and/or surface water; 

2. although the company has safely handled large quantities of 
explosives for almost 100 years, the potential exists for 
explosion and fire in a populated area; and 

3. large quantities of toxic and hazardous materials are handled 
in a populated area. 
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